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1998 was a year of renewed steadiness and centering for Friends Meeting of San Antonio, as we
found ourselves circling in on issues in a way that strengthened our fellowship with each other
and within the Light. After two rather challenging years for our Meeting, we seem to be more
intent and skilled at keeping our concerns for members to the fore, and letting the necessary
business of our Meeting follow from that leading. Our membership and number of attenders has
been much more stable than in years past, though there have been some welcome additions and
only a few pain-filled losses.

Our major events of the year seem to reflect our commitment to Quaker process, of following the
flow of events while listening carefully to each other and our mutual sense of a truer purpose.
Our ownership of property on Sunset Avenue became a source of contention for members of that
neighborhood, and we were led to find a way to sell the property to a family that is intent on
developing it as a home for their handicapped son. This solution was profoundly satisfying, as
we moved from an arena of conflict to one of care. From there, our move toward acquisition of
other property for our planned Meetinghouse seemed relatively easy, despite the usual technical
and legal wranglings. Our two weddings of the year captured much of our effort and intensity,
and the request to take a marriage under the care of the Meeting was given the weight it
deserves.

Taken together, these weddings illustrate both the bedrock similarity of Quaker marriages and
the delightful variety of individual difference that we work to respect and maintain.

Our most important event of the year is also the most simple, and the most enduring. Each
Sunday, our place of Meeting is opened, and those who wish to in the San Antonio area are
welcome to gather and worship in the unique way that Quakers have been led. Our friends and
children gather with us, and together we share our joys and concerns, and find the love and
support that is drawn from the living Spirit within. Our work as committees, our search for
greater social involvement, our specific support groups, our outings and activities with the
children, and our discussions together in forum and for business; all these and more reflect our
striving for greater community and shared purpose.




