State of the Meeting Report — 1999

1999 has been a year of growing expectation for Friends Meeting of San Antonio. After
many months of query and self-examination, we seem to have found a sense of steady
progress and growing certainty regarding our hopes and plans. There is a sense of
deepening strength and purpose amongst ourselves, and this seems to have communicated
itself to the many new attenders that have joined us in worship and in Friends business. We
are learning anew what it is to engage each other in a way that is gathered and Spirit-led,

and we desire to hold fast to this through all our diverse views and activities.

We value the seasoned Friends amongst us, who continually provide for us a living sense of
the Quaker path. We discern in them the experience of the Divine Presence, gained through
a life of active worship and social concern, manifested through their tenderness and
strength. There has been a distinct influx of fresh energy and enthusiasm through new
attenders, and we have been enriched by their willingness to participate thoughtfully in the

life of the Meeting.

As we continue to serve as a touchstone for those many Friends who are active in social
outreach in their own lives, our Meeting has also discovered new arenas for addressing
issues of concern as a spiritual community. In spite of the void felt by a clerkless Peace and
Social Concerns Committee, involvement with Quaker and local organizations has
increased, including planning the Cielo Grande Quarterly Meeting. There was active
Friends participation in the national conference on the abolition of the death penalty that
was held in San Antonio. The 11 members of our Meeting who participated in the Crop
Walk to feed the hungry, raised 10% of the total donations despite only comprising 1% of
the participants. Quakers were active in protests against the bombings in Kosovo and the
injustice against the native population in Chiapas, as well as the annual Martin Luther King
Day march. We were proud that young Friends from our Meeting figured prominently in
all of these events, often publicly giving voice to these concerns. The Meeting has also
expanded its presence in our community through contributions and active representation

in a number of peace and justice organizations.

Of particular importance to the life of the Meeting has been the increase of young Friends

and the activities prompted by their attendance. First Day programming has responded to



this challenge, and many members and new attenders have worked to present educational
and craft activities each week to engender developing spirituality. The children's attendance
during the beginning of Meeting for Worship, and the special programs provided for
holidays and forums involving the young Friends has been a blessing. The plans for the new
Meetinghouse have put particular emphasis on moving the children into their permanent

space as soon as possible.

Which brings us to space (the final frontier). We were able to finish purchasing our new
property, and final designs were approved on the Meetinghouse. Members from Meeting
were active in approaching our new neighbors and were enthusiastically welcomed into the
area. Two work days were held on the property, and there was a shared sense of caring for
land that had been untended and is now of value to us as a worshipping community. The
honoring of the 20th anniversary of our Meeting was held on our land, with approximately
50 participants. We selected a contractor, and final costs were approved, with the decision
to begin building on a first phase of our project that will have us housed on our land within
the next year. A commitment was made by members to contribute their time and skills
wherever possible in response to an increase in projected costs. Fundraising efforts
continue, and we appreciate those who have contributed and those who are active in
approaching potential donors. We recognize that there are Friends who through their time,
dedication, and expertise have enabled us to move forward with our plans, allowing a task

that could have been terribly burdensome to be exciting and a source of unity.

There are a multitude of activities, interactions, and concerns that contribute to the life of
our Meeting, many of which reflect the simple act of gathering together. We come together
as mutual caregivers, to provide support groups, to share meals, in mid-week worship, in
study groups, for committee work, and in our desire to practice our Meeting's business in
the Light of Quaker worship. We seek and acknowledge the thread that connects us all. We
are mindful of the Spirit embodied in the words of Issac Penington, "Our life is love, peace,

and tenderness...and helping one another up with a tender hand".



