State of the Meeting Report — 2002

Friends from FM of San Antonio gathered on Feb. 3 to review the movement of the Spirit
among us. This was our first full year in our Meetinghouse and it has given us a “glow”.
Work on the Meetinghouse and the grounds, including many workdays have given us a
chance to build community. Work outdoors has produced beautiful results on the grounds
and among those who strive to cooperate with nature and each other in the process. The
winding walkway into the Meetinghouse has been especially appreciated, not only for the
beauty of the plants bordering it, but also as a way of slowing us down as we enter the
building, and provides a single entrance for able-bodied and wheelchair-bound attenders.
There have been four separate incidents of graffiti and other damage to the building and
grounds, which we’ve taken in stride and dealt with calmly.

We’ve had a number of new attenders since we’ve moved here although others have left.
We feel blessed by new attenders’ energy and the challenges of representing Quakerism
to them. We still consider ourselves a young meeting and we find some difficulty in
filling our committees.

Our community outreach has been primarily connected to peace and American Indian
issues and activities such as a garage sale and two memorial services (one requested by a
neighbor who had not connected with us previously) made our presence more visible in
the neighborhood.

The children have enjoyed having their own space and participating in a carwash to raise
money for Afghan children, walking in Crop Walk to raise money to fight hunger, and
building stepping stones for the garden. Our outdoor courtyard has provided more space
for activities. The children made cookies and ran a forum on sharing Christmas
experiences that was especially appreciated.

We had a visit from traveling Quaker ministers who offered presentations on several
topic, began a round of Quakerism 101, and had several months of Meeting for Healing.
A fall 10 day retreat, with a weeklong silent portion was well attended. Members of
Meeting pitched in to help a member with a challenging move. There were a number of
mid-week meetings for worship and potluck gatherings in people’s homes.

We have sustained worship and Meeting activities, while many people have suffered
from the events of 2001 and sometimes grave personal and family challenges. We’ve
searched to discover how to minister to those who are suffering and to uphold members
and attenders during difficult times. Meeting for worship is sustaining for some people,
but others find it difficult to make a commitment to regular attendance, and community is
sometimes messy.



