OState of the Meeting Report — 2006
Friends Meeting of San Antonio

2006 was our first full year in our newly-constructed Meetingroom, and in many
ways this was a central focus. Our small campus is taking shape, with improvements to
the Library/Office, and much thought being given on how to best utilize our First Day
space and Common Room. Landscaping was dramatically improved, new benches were
purchased, and arrangements were made for installation of sound equipment for the hard
of hearing. Our buildings now represent a solid and well-rooted Quaker presence in the
San Antonio area. There has been a sizable increase in new attenders, many of them of a
younger generation then many of our established members, and this has also resulted in a
burgeoning First Day class. A variety of community groups have used our facilities
during the year, and we welcome the opportunity to be a resource and a habitation for
other spiritual and social service organizations.

While we are clearly pleased with our facilities (which won an award for the
design architects), we are also grounded in the need for Quaker ideals of peace and
justice to find firmer hold in our troubled times. Our members and attenders continue to
work in diverse ways to further our testimonies, both through the Meeting and in their
personal lives. Our members have helped with new immigrants, participated in rallies
and counter-recruitment efforts, held peace vigils weekly in the downtown area, and
hosted forums for numerous peace and social concerns. It is our intent that Meeting will
continue to foster a vital sense of the Light Within, both through worship and through
activities available within our group. We hope to grow both in our wider reach into the
outside community, and our deepening understanding within.

In pondering the last year, however, it seems to many of us that it is best
portrayed in smaller and simpler moments. Watching the seasons change through the
Meetinghouse windows, and the neighborly hawk that regularly circles overhead or
alights on the trees. The introduction of two new babies into the circle of worship, with
the proud families in attendance. Potluck meals on the portico, or admiring the tiling
projects done by the children to benefit Heifer, International. Our concern over ailing
Friends, or visits from departed members. Mid-week meetings in Friends” homes, or
weekend evenings devoted to sharing memories or crafts. Reading the newsletter, or
discussing Quaker readings together. Most importantly, to quote George Fox, “coming to
know each other in the things that are eternal”, as we realize that the issues and passions
that are lit in each sensitive soul bring a commonality and shared purpose to us all.



