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To Friends in South Central Yearly Meeting:

In many ways, 2008 was a productive one for the Friends Meeting of San Antonio. We welcomed two new
babies, several new gardens, and many new attenders, while picnics, forums, discussions, mid-weeks, and
tamaladas checkered our calendars as the Meeting grows ever-more central in the lives of Friends. Our (fairly)
new Meeting House has become our Meeting Home, as it seems we have finally truly moved in and made it our
own. As with any home, continual maintenance is needed and Friends have dedicated time to ensure we are good
stewards of our property. With this new level of comfort, we shifted our attention to our community of Friends, our
relationship with the larger city, and our relationship with the spirit. With two significant events, we built our own
community while introducing ourselves to the larger world; in September we participated in the national Tents of
Hope effort, contributing and painting, with our children’s help and pleasure, a tent for refugees in Darfur, and in
October we hosted Cielo Grande Quarterly Meeting. Not only did we host our Friends from surrounding meetings,
so too did we share Eyes Wide Open with the larger San Antonio community, thus sharing ourselves and our
values with our neighbors. Early one October morning, Friends from San Antonio, Austin and Rio Grande installed
the EWO exhibit in front of the Alamo - undoubtedly one of the most venerated spaces in Texas, if not the
southwest. The exhibit was witnessed by thousands, and truly moved hundreds as they considered the cost of war
in Texan and Iraqi lives. Not only did Quarterly Meeting reinvigorate our Meeting, so too did it introduce us to our
Friends, and to our city.

As our own community of Friends has flourished, we consider how to define and develop the role of Friends
Meeting of San Antonio in San Antonio. We meet for worship weekly - an opportunity for all to experience our
unique form of worship. For many of us, Meeting has become a place for spiritual rejuvenation. Although our
Meeting does not have a significant presence in the larger San Antonio community, individual members and
attenders are actively engaged in peace and justice issues from the most local to the international levels. This is
the contribution we offer to our larger region: an active Quaker presence through individual efforts. We return to
Meeting every week for the spiritual support such work requires, and that sustains us in our endeavors. While we
appreciate the support, has Meeting become our own spiritual refuge? And if so, is this purely indulgent? Do we
have a greater responsibility to our faith and our community? Or should we seek to deepen our own spiritual
engagement, nourish ourselves, and nurture one another as each of us continues our own personal contributions
to the larger community in a Quakerly manner? We move into 2009 hoping that way may open and provide clarity
on these questions.

2009 marks the end of the first decade of the 21st century. It seems that the energy in our Meeting is
toward deeper spiritual growth by sharing in study, discussions and engagement through our meeting for worship.
During the year the meetinghouse has provided a welcoming place for other groups and we expect that to
continue. We hope to increase communication between us so we can carry out meeting work more efficiently and
we are more aware of each other’s needs. Friends Meeting of San Antonio expresses their appreciation and
concern for Hill Country Meeting as they face the challenges of redefining themselves as their attendance
declines. We continue to communicate frequently and San Antonio friends travel to Hill Country periodically to
share in worship. Unexpectedly we were approached with an enquiry as to whether we were interested in buying
the small commercial building which fronts the meetinghouse lot. As the state of the national and local economy
impacts Friends, we will tread carefully into the new year, cognizant of the difficulties and increased stress many of
our families will face.
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