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Friends gathered on January 27, 2013 to consider how the Spirit moved among us this past year. Generally speaking, Friends
saw 2012 as a year of personal nourishment in which, being held by the Meeting community, we experienced an increase in
hope, belonging and acceptance. There was also an acknowledgement that these sentiments were not true for all and that
pain along with tension remain unresolved for some in our Meeting; and as we are a community of Friends, unresolved for
all of us.

Friends expressed a desire to deepen the worship experience, but some aren’t sure of “how” we get there. For some, the
balance between vocal ministry and waiting silence seems important; for others, grounding ourselves in a common
understanding of our faith and being open to each other appears to be vital. Friends acknowledged that language used to
describe our experience in Meeting, including the word “worship,” can complicate our experience of “pervasive sacredness.”
Friends saw the testimonies as a tool to help them animate how they witness to Quaker values in their everyday lives.

The Meeting reflected on its many blessings as a community. Newcomers to our community, the happy voices of children,
and the experience of young and mature Friends together at Big Bend National Park were mentioned as things for which we
are thankful. Friends also expressed appreciation for our financial stability and the process through which we made
decisions about the meetinghouse property. The shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut and the
Meeting’s subsequent approval of a Minute related to that event was a powerful reminder of the need to speak out against a
culture of violence that permeates our society. Concern was expressed for individuals carrying the work load of the
committees and thus the running of the Meeting. These members need to feel lovingly supported in their work which can
include an awareness of possible burnout. Those people whose attendance and involvement is less regular as well as
newcomers need to be made more aware of how the Meeting works, and be educated in Quaker process. Better, more
prompt communication, regardless of the format, is desired among Friends as is promoting greater participation in the
community and stewardship of the land and buildings for which we are responsible.

Friends were particularly engaged by religious education in 2012. While the children’s program has been reinvigorated, it
was the adult program and the need for more adult education that captured the attention of Friends. A series of classes held
prior to Meeting during the fall was highly valued. There was a consensus that the Meeting should plan for more of these
types of classes beyond the regular post-Meeting forums held on the second and fourth Sunday each month. Friends
suggested that a variety of topics be explored as a means of providing a doorway to spiritual growth.

Perhaps the broadest theme that could be pulled from our reflections of 2012 was that we need to continually learn together
and trust each other as a Quaker community. There was a distinct lack of clarity among Friends when discussing Quaker
decision making. While there was a recognition that the way in which we reach decisions together is different than that used
in popular culture, Friends are uncertain about the mechanics of “good order.” How do concerns get to committee and
Meeting for Business and how do Friends offer input to issues under consideration in committee. Does the Meeting offer the
space for conflict resolution, and are conflicts resolved in love? One Friend described decision making as admirable, but
unsure if they were reached in light and love. There was discussion as to the meaning of terms like “good order” and
“clearness.” As a Meeting we are blessed by a diversity of thought, our challenge together is to work toward understanding
each other in the context of what it means to be Quaker.

Meeting outreach is organized by an Outreach Committee as well as a Peace & Social Concerns Committee. The increase in
the number of visitors on First Day has been very encouraging. The redesign of the Meeting website has greatly improved
our visibility in the local community and beyond. Several Friends have begun visiting prisoners locally, which has been a
source of nourishment for us as well as those who are visited. The Meeting struggles still with a lack of diversity (older, non-
minority Friends predominate), and is unclear about how to participate as a group in the local community relying instead on
the individual contributions of Friends to various organizations.

We look forward to the rewarding and messy process of learning how to better live together as a community of faith whose
fabric is strengthened by the richness of our individual experience of the loving Spirit and each other. We actively seek to
live out the words of Isaac Pennington when he said, “Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness; and bearing with one
another, and forgiving one another, and not laying accusations against another; but praying one for another and helping one
another up with a tender hand.”
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